
George Thorne & Alice Mary (nee Irwin) 
– as told by their grand-daughter Mavis Mitchell (nee Renshaw) 

Extracts from ‘What’s in a Name #2 – Thorne’, pages 21 & 22 
 
George and Alice were married on the 8th November 1882 by Henry Heathershaw, a Primitive Methodist 
Minister.  Mary was a machinist, three years younger than George. 
 
They lived at 157 Bellerine street, Geelong. The land was purchased by George on July 20th, 188l. He also 
purchased the block next door which had a frontage to the laneway on December 8, 1882, but sold it 10 years 
later on June 30, 1892.   The house at number 157 was built for them as a wedding present by George's father 
who was a carpenter.  It was weatherboard house, now well over 100 years old, and was still used by their 
daughter, Mabel, until her death on April 26, 1989.  It has been bought by their great grand-daughter, Rosemary 
and her husband so is still retained by the family.  It is still in very good condition, following recent renovation.  
 
Attached to the house is a room approximately 3 metres square with a large window and an entrance leading 
into it directly from the street.  It was here that he plied his trade as Cobbler (boot and shoe repairer) with the 
simple tools used in those days — taking great pride in his workmanship.  Both George and Alice’s brother 
Charles Irwin (Mavis’s great uncle Charlie) were excellent exponents of their trade as footwear repairers, and 
bootmakers.  They were apprenticed to Strong's – a well known bootmaking firm at the time.  (see xxxxxxx) 
 
Mavis well remembered how he would sit her up on the wooden counter of her grandpa’s shop and give her a 
small piece of leather, tacks and a special little hammer reserved for his grandchildren.  There she would spend 
many happy hours singing songs or reciting poems while she hammered away.   
 
He never seemed to get impatient and always made Mavis feel a very important person.  When she tired of 
singing there was just as warm a welcome inside the home where Alice would have some hot soup (a billy can 
full would sometimes be given to the grand-children to take home).  Nobody, either then or since, could make 
soup that was as good as their grandma, in Mavis’s estimation.  It was made by boiling a whole leg of mutton 
and adding barley, vegetables and seasoning to the stock.  She also kept a jar of barley sugar for the children as 
a special treat. 
 
George and Alice were both of small build with very warm, kindly dispositions.  
 
They had five sons and three daughters.  One son, Sidney, died when only 15 months old.  The children were 
educated at Swanston Street State School.  
 
The four Renshaw children were the only grandchildren of George and Alice Thorne.  Neither of their two 
daughters married and although all their sons, except Tom, married, all were childless. 
 
George had one brother and three sisters.  One of his sisters, Mary, married Charles Dickins who was for many 
years a councillor , and for a period Mayor, of Geelong West.  
 
Alice had two sisters and two brothers.  
 
Alice wore long black skirts in the fashion of the day with a black apron for morning which would be changed for 
a white one in the afternoon.  She also wore, when going out, a black beaver coat if it was cold and long black 
boots with small buttons up the side which were done up with a button hook.  Although the Renshaw family 
normally attended morning worship at the South Geelong Methodist Church, the grandchildren would 
sometimes accompany Alice to the Sunday morning service at Christ Church, where she was a regular worshipper 
and the children would be allowed to unbutton her boots when we returned back to her home. 
 
All the Thorne family would regularly attend Anniversary services at Pakington Street Methodist Church where 
George’s sister, Suzanna, was a Sunday School teacher.  
 
George was a keen walker and thought nothing of a jaunt to Torquay or the You Yangs - either place necessitating 
a walk of approximately 30 miles for the day. 
 
George Thorne was aged 75 years when he died of cancer in 1931.  Alice died ten years later in 1941, at the age 
82 years. 
 
 


