
From John Burrows to William Renshaw 
– advice about health & equipping a flour mill 

 
 
 
Hume Mills Albury - 6/3/97 
Mr W Renshaw 
Dear Sir, 
Being away at the Election prevented me replying to your last favour and as 
your letter arrived here on the day you said you were leaving home I thought it 
best to wait a few days before your return. There is no one more ways to hear 
sad news as your letter conveys these xxxx xxxx you have had enough of milling 
take my advice and go in for a selection towards [place] or [place] or near 
Murry Hut it will suit your health better and family too 

 
 
 
there will soon be plenty land open for selection in [place] and I believe any 
amount of farms for sale and to let and I knowing you – are a good hand at 
sheep. Xxxx Geelong must be getting in a lead state when you could not live 
and thrive there.  So not much way for any one else to try to think you have for 
many years suffered from chest complaint and its time you got out of the dust 
although I should have liked you had retired with sufficient means to live 
comfortably.  You can see now the banks object in wanting some only  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
to give them a better by way of further security and the moment you had 
overdue own they would have made themselves safe and closed upon you 
owned I think what has been done by others similarly situated I would have gone 
for it  - only I knew what it would have cost me to make it a complete mill.  First I 
should have compounded and put an expansion valve on the engine 150 pound 
even if the boiler xxxx in any case I would have put 6 colony tubes and one watch 
bridge then I would have put another No 2 cams and on 30 inch counter grain 
roll  
 
 
 
 
 
 
and 3 double smooth xxxx 25 inch X 9 for the millings and 2 best GL Smiths 
purifiers and enough centrifuges to match these with eliminators and grain 
duster.  Fitting up would not be done under 1250 to 1500 pounds and put the 
mill at 1000 pound would equal 2500 pound with these improvements the mill 
should be made to pay 10% in capital for stock and for cost of mill.  I suppose 
with wheat so near in the stores you could think it worth 3000 to a man like 
yourself done for milling.  So it’s no use thinking any more about it.  I conclude 
with kind regards to you and good wife and family. 
Yours truly 
John Burrows    
 
NOTES: 

• This letter was found in William’s desk. 

• We had to make some guesses - so this transcription needs to be rechecked.  

• John Burrows built Hume Flour Mill in Albury in 1870 and died 1904. (Albury & 
District Historical Society) 
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