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The Renshaw’s in Mayfield 
– information from Marjorie Winston, nee Renshaw 

 
 
 

Geelong 
13.1.1974 

 
Dear Mavis, 
Just a short note to enclose with family history which 
I hope will not arrive too late.  Mayfield is a delightful 
little village and surrounding country is very pretty.  
Sue our younger daughter, and husband John, visited 
there in ’72. 
There are still lots of relatives in the area.  Quite a few 
are farmers.  We met several of old Joseph’s 
grandchildren but they didn’t know too much about 
the family, so we suggest Billy Hunter. 
Hope you are all well over there, 
Love Maj 
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General information 
 
The corn mill (local term) originally stood on the Mayfield 
(Staffordshire) side if River Dove which separates the two 
counties.  Mayfield, a small village joined to Ashbourne a large 
town in the Derbyshire side by a bridge called Hanging Bridge 
(photo enclosed) and immediately downstream there still exist 
the weir which supplied the water for the race which operated 
the mill nearby.  On the photo an arrow shows the access road 
which led to the mill on the river bank.  In 1964 when we were 
there, two small cottages belonging to the mill, were still there 
but in the state of ruin.  They have since been demolished.  On 
the hill overlooking the old mill site is a large greystone house 
which we believe was the original family home.  In Mayfield at the 
top of the hill, turn left towards the river and at the end of the 
road will be found the old church – St John the Baptist (17th 
Century)) where the family attended and in which the children 
were baptized. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                             
Renshaw family 
1. Thomas Renshaw, mill owner of Mayfield on the 
Staffordshire/Derbyshire border, adjacent to Ashbourne.  Born 
1813, married Susannah and had six children – William (our 
grandfather), Sarah, Ann, Thomas, James, Joseph.  Died 1867 and 
buried at Stanton, a small village about three miles from Mayfield.  
Tombstone of Thomas and Susannah still in good condition at 
Stanton.  
2 William (as Thomas in the parish register, eldest son of 
Thomas, also a miller, left Mayfield, and came to Australia about 
1852.  Settled in Geelong.district, married Maria Treadwell, and 
had nine children – William, Emma, Annie, Walter, Frank, Freda, 
Elizabeth, Lancelot and Albert.  Buried East Geelong. 
3           Sarah, second child of Thomas and sister of William, and 
grandmother of our chief source of family information in England, 
Billy Hunter. 

4. Billy Hunter, aged about 70 years, wife Mary, no children 
has a small farm at Thorpe Cloud,a few miles out from Ashbourne, 
and not far from Donedale.  Sketch map enclosed.  Strongly suggest 
a visit to Billy, who has a wide knowledge of family history.  His 

telephone Thorpe Cloud 84-239.  [Is there a confusion 

between Willie Furber & Billy Hunter?] 
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Google maps in 2020

 


